Projects 3 & 4: Original Persuasive Essay--Three REASONS

3 P’'soB/3 Reasons More Laws Should Be Passed/Current Laws Are Too Exireme Concerning Animal Treatment

Overview of Persuasive Essay

This is a beginning persuasive writing project. You have probably written expository
says)—exposing people to information. Persuasive essay writing is very similar...excep
ing your reader, you want to use words, phrases, proofs, and examples to make your rea
you are saying in your paper.

This is a “beginning” persuasive essay because it is sort of between i
to make your reasons and pieces of evidence interesting and compelli
good point. | agree, more laws should be passed because of that.”

tive and persuasive. You
at your reader will say, “H

I. TOPIC OF ESSAY PARAGRA
You will be writing a Persuasive Essay ill write a Closing Paragraph.
about three reasons more laws s -
passed/current laws are too extr
concerning animal treatment in zo
circuses, & aquariums.

ES
vill not cite sources, but will use
d information about their chosen

TATIONS WITHIN YOUR ESSAY
Students are not assigned the addition of
quotes but should consider adding quotes if
they will help further develop your essay topic.
Any added quotes will not have to be formally
cited; you may just include the author of the
quote and other author needed information.

All students will wri
Body (P’soB)*.

. WRITE ON/ADDITIONAL SKILLS
Students will learn the following additional
skills.

s choose to write fewer sentences
ore total paragraphs in any LAL*

 your teacher’s permission. A. Quotation Punctuation and Capitalization
B. Transitions
PARAGRAPH C. Thesis Statement

D. Thesis Statement “Reloaded”
E. Opening Paragraph Types
F. Closing Paragraph Types

write an Opening

*LAL--Language Arts Lady

Note: This Overview Box, which is provided at the beginning of each project, is here to give students (and teachers)
an at-a-glance look at the entire composition assignment. Each step of each lesson is assigned and detailed
throughout the week(s).
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Lesson A. Study Skills/Prewriting: The 1-3-1 Paragraph
Approach

We will learn the 1-3-1 Essay Approach this week—while writing original paragraphs for a “three ways” Ess

Three Topics—One-Topic-Per-Paragraph

ic of which you will be writin

1. In this type, an Opening Paragraph (or opening sentence) introduces a majq
three “sub-parts” in the body of your paper.

2. A Closing Paragraph (or closing sentence) wraps up all three paragraphs.

3. This is the most simplified method because it is truly like writing th
those three together into one.

4. In this method, you do not need as much information in yo
smaller amounts of information about three topics.

1) Opening Paragra
2
3
4
5

3 P'soB

Three \Wa

(
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

Transition paragraph/one reason to the next
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Student Persuasive Essay Sample

Who determines whether zoos and aquariums are caring for theig animals
properly? How about circuses? Can a citizen use the courts to require

organizations to change their treatment policies? How much space or water

them with mental stimulation? The answer to the first two questions in
unaccountable Animal Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS). As

ground for citizens to keep APHIS accountable, and insu
[Opening Paragraph--Direction Question Paragraph]

The first reason more laws should b tment in zoos,
[ i under current laws. The Animal
Welfare Act (AWA), the primary U.S_anima3 ' aw, provides funding for the Animal
and Plant Health Inspection Servi t all institutions that transport or hold
animals. Supposedly, the 104 ins money and time to visit over 2,000
facilities once a year, and, when they di i of the AWA, to conduct return visits
until the facility changes their behavior. [ tors rarely bring cases against
organizations for breakij have enough time and money to
make the return visit ganization APHIS is under only keeps

purely concerned about the cost of APHIS actions.
untable inspectors are one reason why more animal

laws should
effective in

| for citizens to keep APHIS accountable is another reason more laws
oncerning animal treatment in zoos, circuses, and aquariums. If

o inspect and punish a facility disobeying AWA. However, up until the case
nimal Legal Defense fund, the court ruled that the AWA does not allow for

use the plaintiff had experience with animals and could therefore prove that
they were being treated inhumanely. Despite being allowed to sue, Animal Legal Defense
Fund did not win the case because the court ruled that AWA's regulations provided for
humane conditions, and the zoo was treating their animals in accordance with these rules.

|Box A-1 (continued on next puge)l
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| Box A (continued from previous page) |

Not only that, even the provisions for lawsuits under the Endangered Species Act (ESA)
rarely remedy organizational animal mistreatment since the court requires that a person
prove that by injuring the animals, the offender is harming them as well. Citize
sue to protect an animal's health is a problem, but a far worse proble

regulations only apply to warm-blooded animals; birds,
receive no protection and neither do any cold-blooded
themselves, housing requirements generally provid iCi imals, since
there are no species-specific regulations for
deficient, though, for marine mammals. The
they can legally be confined to a space ;
deep. Also, facilities do not have to pre
stimulation. As to handling, for t

nd only six feet
als except primates with mental

3, the AWA allows people to use
als. Finally, for numerous animals, the
drinking and cooling. [PoB-C: 3rd

AWA does not provide adequate
Reason--AWA's insufficiency of
inquired the intervie

"Well," replied the ani st, | would draw attention to the lack of funds,
time, and g i

viewers to petition their Representatives and Senators to pass legislation
e concerns. Tell them about the lack of effective inspections, the lack of

s," the interviewer declared. [Closing Paragraph--Dialogue Paragraph]

= Thesis Statement & Thesis Statement Reloaded
Underline = Transition/paragraph topic sentences
PoB = Paragraph of Body
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<> A-2. Now that you have studied the provided sample, complete the following steps:

1. Do a quick online search of current laws concerning animal treatment in zoos, circuses, and
aquariums.

2. Choose one side only: whether more laws should be passed or current laws are {
concerning animal treatment in zoos, circuses, and aquariums and list them i
Brainstorming Box (Box A-2) provided

3. Research those three and write down facts, quotes, etc., under each on
info and what makes that person an expert. See facts from the sample writ
some types of info you might need:

Lack of effective No legal ground for
inspections under citizens to
current laws APHIS accg

* Animal Welfare Act (AWA) - + No way tog [ * The AW# plishes minimum
primary U.S. animal protection law j standards for animal care
- provides funding for APHIS to * The regulations only apply to most
inspect all institutions warm-blooded animals

* Only 104 inspectors . * Birds, rats, and mice in research

* Over 2,000 facilities need receive no protection

inspecting » Housing requirements - insufficient
* When they find violations - must space

revisit

+ Mammals are especially affected
because of the small area they are
kept in - 24 feet by 6 feet

* Not enough mental stimulation

* AWA allows bullhooks, wipes and
electrical shock to control animals

* Inspectors rarely report vi

* Not enough time or money to
prosecute and make return visits

* APHIS under USDA
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Directed Brainstorming Box

Three reasons more laws should be passed/current laws are too e
concerning animal treatment in zoos, circuses, & aquariu

First Reason

Second Reason

58
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Lesson C. Write On: Inserting Quotes in Outline

<> C-1. Study the General Quote Inclusion in Outline Box (Box C-1).

General Quote Inclusion in Qutline
When you include a quotation in your writing, you may write the entire quote in your outline so that

to write, you will not have to look it up.

Unless your teacher tells you to do otherwise, you should write the enti
are ready to include your quote when you are writing your paper:

2. Be sure you use the exact wording, punc

a person or a source word-for-word, your C8

the last one coming after the fina

said it, a date or place, etc.

3. Put quotation marks around you ' ' ing before the first word of the quote and

4. Be sure you include anything that youi g--the correct spelling of the person who
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<> C-2. Study the two Quotes in Your Outline Box (Box C "People" and Box C "Book").

Citation Examples for "People” Quotes in Outline
(Already Quoted in the Source)

If your quote is by a person, include their name and credentials on outlining li

Fairy tales tell children the dragons can be k|IIed " G.K. Chesterton (English wri
1800's; 80 books)

om a swan's egqg."

"Being bom in a duck vard does not matter if only you are hat

Citation Exa
(Lifted Text--N

, but any time you use any words, word-for-
arks since they belong to someone else.

person (even if the quote came from a book or source), just treat the words like a
r now and use a speech tag that tells who the speaker is (not the book or source
this quote). (See the “People Quotes" box.)

Note: These samples are for the outline. In your text, you will use the author’s name in the speech tag.

Box C "Book"
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Lesson B. Research and Study Skills: Design "Working"
Thesis Statement

A Thesis Statement is a statement declaring what your entire paper is going to be about. This is simil en you
learned how to write the opening sentence of a paragraph—a sentence that tells what your entire par. is about.

However, in the case of a Thesis Statement, you will not just write what one paragraph is
what the entire essay is going to be about.

y “Working” fhesis Statement for this essay:
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Lesson D. Study Skills and Prewriting: Outline Original
Paragraphs

<> D. Outline each paragraph of your persuasive essay on the outlining lines provided, followin
these tips:

(1) Review the list of reasons that you put in your Brainstorming Box (Box A-2)
want to include in your essay.

(2) “Work” in your Brainstorming Box by doing the following:
a. Review it and add to it as you think of more ideas.
b. Mark through anything you do not want to include in your essay.
c. Number the ideas you have in the order that you think y

paragraph.

(3) Outline your essay one paragraph at a time in a Sentence

use complete sentences, statements, or key words fg

Id like to include them i

when you write your essay.
b. You may or may not use all of the outli

a. Transitions from the previous
b. Introduces the next reason

Note: This is w iNiNGMi h paragraph have the words
LINK/Transition i i that LINK/Transition.

All--Paragraph
Topic of PoB-A--Fir:

LINK/Transition (+)

$S-6

SS-7
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SS-8

SS9

$§-10

All--Paragraph B of Body
Topic of PoB-B--Second REASON:

LINK/Transition (+)

LINK/Transition (+)

Support Sentence 1 (SS-1)

S$S-2

S$S-3

S$S-4

$8-5

$S-6

SS-7

SS-8

SS-9

LINK/Transition

1(S8-1)

SS-2

$8-3
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$S-4

$8-5

SS-6

SS-7

SS-8

SS-9

$8-10

+Eighty percent of the time the paragraph’s topic sentence (or LINK) falls within the first two

ed Checklist Challenge:

as directed

Example:

hat any writi
Use synonyms. Us

acher will give you is not to be redundant. Don’t use the same word over and over again.
saurus.

e great irony is that many of the greatest writers and speakers broke this rule for some of their best

64
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Look at the following list of great “series of three” sentences.

We pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor.
The government of the people, by the people, and for the people shall not perish from the earth.

Never before in the field of human conflict was so much owed by so many, to so few.

Cancer can take away all of my physical abilities. It cannot touch my mind, it cannot touc
and it cannot touch my soul.

All of those are powerful. Why is it alright to repeat a word in some cases and not in other rlies in the

purpose behind using the word.
Every time you use a word repeatedly, the reader’s attention is drawngte that word. This can be a
bad thing.

If a word is used over and over again just because the writer ca 3 [ out the the-
saurus), the reader will be distracted. Rather than focusing o ] [
peated randomly for no apparent reason.

However, if you repeat an important word on purpose
is great because you want to call attention to th
doit.

Vhat you write; this technique is a great way to
When you use a repeating word or phrase in our writing. Many times using repeating words

important information in your writing, and repeating
n the table and shouting. Make sure your point
ating words during a contest essay, only use the technique

words are not subtle. They ar
is important enough to really
once.

using repeating words and/or phrases.
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Lesson F. Write On: Quote Rules and Samples

You are assigned the addition of at least one quotation in this project. You will want to learn even more about
quotations in order to do this well.

Punctuation Rules

1. Always put periods and commas inside a closing quotation mark in the United States:
a. He said, “Old soldiers never die; they just fade away.”

b. “Old soldiers never die; they just fade away,” he said.

2. Put a question mark or exclamation point inside the closing quotation mark only if it is part of a
quotation; otherwise, the question mark or exclamation point shoul aced outside the closing
quotation mark:
a. “Is he coming over?” they asked. (Place the question markgi

question mark is part of the quotation.)
b. “Watch out!” he exclaimed. (Place the exclamatio
exclamation point is part of the quotation.)

* “He is kind,’
2. When a speec
* Dad said, “Get

omes at the end of a question or exclamatory quotation, a question mark or

ould be placed before the speech tag, inside the closing quotation mark (assuming
ark or exclamation point is part of the quote). A sentence with a quote may contain both
or exclamation point (in the quote) and a period at the end of the sentence--just not two
end mark periods.

a. “Have you read it?” asked Donna.

b. “Watch out!” Ray shouted.
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<> F. Study the quotation box provided, following these steps:
(1) Read the quote at the top of each one.

(2) Read the Tips, one at a time, and look back in the quote to see how those tips apply to

(3) Read the Details of the Quote Rule, also one at a time, and follow the underlinin
shading in the sample that explains the exact punctuation of that type of quote
capitalization needed, etc.

fonting, and

(4) Get help from your teacher to review these, if needed.

(5) Go S-L-O-W-L-Y through the box. Circle, underline, highlight—whatever is needed to hel
and examples given.

Basic Quotes With Beginning Spee
in Your Ess

En peech Ta

Details of Quote Rule -- With Beginning Speech Tag:

Helen Keller said, "Although the world is full of suffering, it is full also of the overcoming of it."

* said,--A comma should follow most beginning speech tags. (Only use a colon if the speech tag is a
complete sentence.)

* "Although--Most of the time, a quote begins with a capital letter.

*it." --Be sure the sentence's ending period goes inside the closing quotation mark.

v -

Details of Quote Rule -- With Ending Speech Tag:

"Although the world is full suffering, it is full also of overcoming of it," said Helen Keller.

* "Although--Most of the time, a quote begins with a capital letter.

*It," - Be sure to end your statement quote with a comma (rather than a period) when you have an
ending speech tag since your complete sentence will end in a period. Also be sure that your comma
is inside the closing quotation mark. (You place a comma at the end of your quote when you have
an ending speech tag because your sentence will have a period at the end of it. A sentence should
only have one period used as an end mark.)

* said Helen Keller.--A speech tag found at the end of the quote begins with a lower case letter
(unless the first word of it is a proper noun). The entire sentence ends with a period since the sentence
itself (the whole sentence--containing the quote) is a statement.
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Details of Quote Rule -- With Beginning Speech Tag:

      Helen Keller said, "Although the world is full of suffering, it is full also of the overcoming of it."

       * said,--A comma should follow most beginning speech tags. (Only use a colon if the speech tag is a     
         complete sentence.)
       * "Although--Most of the time, a quote begins with a capital letter.
       * it." ---Be sure the sentence's ending period goes inside the closing quotation mark.
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Details of Quote Rule -- With Ending Speech Tag:

      "Although the world is full suffering, it is full also of overcoming of it,"  said Helen Keller.

       * "Although--Most of the time, a quote begins with a capital letter.
       * it,"  -- Be sure to end your statement quote with a comma (rather than a period) when you have an  
         ending speech tag since your complete sentence will end in a period.  Also be sure that your comma      
         is inside the closing quotation mark. (You place a comma at the end of your quote when you have 
         an ending speech tag because your sentence will have a period at the end of it. A sentence should                
         only have one period used as an end mark.)
       * said Helen Keller.--A speech tag found at the end of the quote begins with a lower case letter 
         (unless the first word of it is a proper noun). The entire sentence ends with a period since the sentence 
         itself (the whole sentence--containing the quote) is a statement.
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Lesson G. Composition: Writing Original “Expository” Essay

<> G. Follow these steps to write your essay.

(1) Read your original “Working” Thesis Statement to remind you of what your entire ess
about.

(2) Read the topic of your first Paragraph of the Body and the sentence notes beneath

(3) Add any notes to this paragraph that you desire—or mark through things that you do not
number the sentence lines if you want your information in a different order.

Note About Thesis Statement: You will be writing an Opening Pa h later. You do not nee

include the Thesis Statement in your essay yet.

(4) Write the first paragraph of the body of your essay (f
Start with the Transition or Link Sentence.

people, others, indivi
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Lesson H. Study Skills/Prewriting/Composition: Take Notes and
Write an Original Opening Paragraph

There are many options when you are writing a persuassive essay about a famous person (
Opening Paragraphs, you want your opening to make the reader want to continue rea
should be memorable and sum up your position.

problem.

3. List of “animals, people, and organizations affected b
organizations affected by current laws, the reader wi

4. Definition--Define law or animal.
5. Quote about the problem

6. “Bookend” your paper with an Opening Pa i agraph that are linked to each other.
Here are some ideas you mi ant to use for aper about the problem of animal treatment laws:

a. Start with animal in tr

b. Start with person being

c. Begin and end with a sto

person achieving their goals
involved in the current laws (i.e. a continuing story)
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<> H-1. Read the Sample Opening Paragraphs provided for the Animal Treatment Laws Sample Essay
provided at the end of this lesson (Sample Box for A). Notice how each type does a good job
of introducing the essay while still staying true to its “type” and gives the Thesis Statement
clearly in a position that is effective.

OPENING PARAGRAPH SAMPLES

DIRECT QUESTIONS

| believe that more laws should be passed concerning animal
reasons: a lack of effective inspections, no legal ground fQ
animal care requirements.

DEFINITION

animals from plants, fungi, bacteri embers of Animalia consume organic
material; second, they all breat  thi move. Scientists use other criteria as well, so
some creatures that do not mee [ [ wed in based on other aspects. However, for
ristics are sufficient for what creatures fall under the
s not determine what rights the government should

and aquariums f 1s: ive inspections, no legal ground for citizens to keep APHIS
accountable, and i '

ges required to comply with the law. She warns them that they will be fined because this is a
rns to her office with a decision to make. Should she file the paperwork necessary to have
e amount of haranguing she will have to do to convince her manager to allocate money for the

from now as usual? Katie’s dilemma is only one of the problems APHIS inspectors currently face, and it is why |
believe more laws should be passed concerning animal treatment in zoos, circuses, and aquariums. The three
specific reasons | believe these rules should be added are a lack of effective inspections, no legal ground for citizens
to keep APHIS accountable, and insufficient animal care requirements. |Box E-1 Story |
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<> H-2. Now that you have written the body of your essay, you are ready to write notes for an original Opening
Paragraph. Follow these steps:

(1) Read the body of your essay aloud to yourself, and consider these options for opening your essay.

a. Characteristics

b. Definition and definition information
c. Asong or a poem

d. A story

e. Adialogue

f. Quote

g. Biography

h. Other

(2) In your notes, plan on what you will include in your The tement.* (You may tweak

(3) Write enough notes for 7-10 sen
too much information, etc.

g a story or other information in your Opening Paragraph that you want to keep all
r--then follow all of this with the Thesis Statement.
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