
Overview of Toys Revolt Original Story

You will be writing a Creative Writing piece in this lesson. A Creative Writing piece is one in which you create some-
thing. A Creative Writing piece might be a story, a poem, an allegory, an analogy, a compare and contrast paper, or 
any other time that you use your creativity (and sometimes other things like sources or given materials to model 
from) in order to write. 

I. TOPIC OF ASSIGNMENT
This Creative Writing assignment is one in which
you will create a story. In this story, you will write
about a person who found out that his or her
“toys revolted.” That is, they would not work
properly because he or she had not taken care of
them.

You may choose to have your main character be one of the
following or someone else entirely different:

A. You!
B. One of your siblings
C. A cousin or other relative
D. One of your parents
E. A friend
F. An animal or fairly tale creature
G. Other

II. NUMBER OF PARAGRAPHS* IN THE
BODY OF YOUR STORY
A. Basic students will write 4-6 paragraphs for

the body (P’soB).
B. Extension students will write 6-8 paragraphs

for the body (P’soB).

*Note: The paragraphs suggested for this story are short
ones--like the model you will be writing from. If you choose
to include quotations (dialogue between the animals), you
will have many more shorter paragraphs (since you will
change paragraphs every time a new speaker begins speak-
ing).

III. SENTENCES PER PARAGRAPH
A. Basic students will write 4-6 sentences*

per paragraph.
B. Extension students will write 5-7 sen-

tences per paragraph.
*Note: You may always choose to write fewer sentences per para-
graph but more total paragraphs in any CI writing assign-
ment, with your teacher’s permission.

Note: This Overview Box, which is provided at the beginning of each project, is here to give students (and teach-
ers) an at-a-glance look at the entire composition assignment. Each step of each lesson is assigned and detailed
throughout the week(s).

IV. OPENING PARAGRAPH
Students will not write a separate Opening
Paragraph for your story. You will set the
stage/scene right from the beginning, just
like the model does.

V. CLOSING PARAGRAPH
Students will not write a separate Closing
Paragraph for your story. You will close your
story as you write the entire piece, so it
flows better.

VI. SOURCES
Students are not required to have sources
for this story. If you need to research for your
story, you may do so from any source that helps
you find the needed information.

VII. QUOTATIONS WITHIN YOUR STORY
Students are not required to have dialogue (using
quotation marks) in your story. If you have
learned how to use quotation marks and dia-
logue in CQLA or MC and you would like to
have your characters speaking back and forth
to each other, feel free to do so.
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Lesson A. Study Skills and Prewriting: Choose Your Topic
and Brainstorm for Possible Hindrances/Problems

<> A-1. You have been given a list of topics from which to choose for your story. The first step
in writing a story is to choose the topic you will be writing about. Read the sample 
The Revenge of the Legos story given below and think about what you would like to 
happen in your "toys revolt story.”

The Revenge of the Legos

      Kyle happily ran downstairs and over to the basement corner. It was filled with every kind of 
LEGO imaginable. First, there were the bricks in green, purple, orange, and any other color you 
could imagine. Then, there were axes, Star Wars figures, trees, and even a dragon. Kyle had mixed 
all of them together over time. Now, he sat down in a space in the middle and began building.

After building a fortress, he began to fill it with mini-figures. He picked up one with Luke 
Skywalker’s head and Darth Vader’s body. He gave it a lightsaber and was about to place it on top of 
a wall. Suddenly, he felt several sharp pains on his finger. Startled, he looked down at his hand and 
saw something flashing. It was Luke Vader hacking with his lightsaber!

Not believing his eyes, Kyle dropped the figure. The guy hit the ground, and Kyle heard a 
moan. Then, the figure turned over and stared up at him. He asked why Kyle was trying to kill him. 
Kyle replied that he was not trying to do that. Luke Vader told him he was a liar, and Kyle asked why.

Luke Vader started into a long rant. He wondered why Kyle was giving him Darth Vader’s 
body. He asked why Kyle always dropped him or threw him or stepped on him. He demanded to 
know where his X-wing was. Finally, he announced that others stood with him on this. “Smaug!” he 
shouted, looking past Kyle.

A moment later, Kyle heard something whizz by his ear. It then landed on the floor. Kyle 
immediately realized it was Smaug the dragon. Smaug stared up at him, snarling. He growled to Kyle 
that he was glad he was getting what he deserved. He told the boy that he was tired of getting his 
head stabbed by spears or banged against walls.

Terrified, Kyle searched for and found Luke Skywalker’s body. He swapped it out for the 
Darth Vader one. Then, he collected all the X-wing’s pieces, built it, and put Luke in it. Then, he 
began collecting LEGO pieces and building all his sets. He also put all the mini-figures back together 
correctly. He realized that it was fun to keep his sets together instead of throwing them in one huge 
pile.
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<> A-2. Now that you have read the sample story, choose the characters for your story and 
write them on the lines provided.

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

This story will be one of responsibility vs. irresponsibility. The toys in your story will revolt, in large part, because you (or 
your main character) did not take care of them properly, took them for granted, etc. You will want to point out aspects 
of their disgruntledness for not being taken care of throughout your story--and then at the very end give a “moral of your 
story.”

Your story this time will not be a Twice-Told Tale exactly. A sample is provided for you to glean ideas from, but you will 
want to branch out more in this story--think of more original ideas, devise your paragraphs more on your own, etc.

<> A-3. On the lines provided below, write who will revolt against whom in your story.

In my story, _______________________________ will be the main character.  
The types of toys that will revolt ______________________   ____________________ 
_____________________   ________________________ .

<> A-4. Brainstorm (and list) problems and hindrances that your main character might
encounter from his toys the Brainstorming Box provided. Follow these tips: 

1. Now that you know what character you will be writing about, and you have read the model story, you will
want to brainstorm to think of conflicts, obstacles, or problems that your character may encounter.

2. You will want to plan ahead as to how the “revolting” will take place. For example, will the appliances or
electronics “speak” to your character or will a little bubble float around the room explaining the problems?

3. Do not worry about whether you will use them all, or if some seem silly or unrealistic. You will have a
chance to delete or further develop your ideas later.
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Lesson B. Study Skills/Research: Create an Outline for Your 
Story

When you do a Sentence-by-Sentence Outline over material given to you, you just take a group of paragraphs and write
an outline using key words from each sentence of each paragraph. When you write stories, you may choose to use a
different outlining approach. Many students still enjoy the sentence-by-sentence approach to outlining that you have
probably used in other MC books. However, sometimes students just want to write or highlight a few words to remind
themselves of what they want each paragraph to contain. 

<> B-1. Determine what will happen in each paragraph of your story and write the topic on the 
lines provided.

Brainstorming Box
______________________________________   ______________________________________

______________________________________   ______________________________________

______________________________________   ______________________________________

______________________________________   ______________________________________

______________________________________   ______________________________________

______________________________________   ______________________________________  

______________________________________   ______________________________________

______________________________________   ______________________________________

______________________________________   ______________________________________

______________________________________   ______________________________________
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My Paragraph One: _______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

My Paragraph Two: _______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

My Paragraph Three: _____________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

My Paragraph Four: ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

My Paragraph Five: _______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

My Paragraph Six: _______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Extension--My Paragraph Seven: _________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Extension--My Paragraph Eight: __________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Sample Paragraph Topics

My Paragraph One:  Kyle goes downstairs to play LEGOS 

My Paragraph Two:  Luke Vader attacks him

My Paragraph Three:  Luke Vader yells at him and calls him a liar

My Paragraph Four:  Luke Vader complains and says he has other people

My Paragraph Five:  Smaug arrives and complains

My Paragraph Six:  Kyle makes things right and fixes problems

Projects 3 & 4: Original Creative Writing Story--The Day My Toys Revolted 47

SAMPLE



Optional--My Paragraph Nine _____________________________________________________________           

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Optional--My Paragraph Ten _____________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

<> B-2. Follow these steps to outline your story:

1. Once you have all of your paragraph topics designed, fill in the lines beneath with notes to indicate what
you want to include in each paragraph. You should do this sentence by sentence unless you have your
teacher’s permission to do it by listing several key points for each paragraph.

2. If, while you are taking sentence notes, you think of more paragraph topics or see that a paragraph will
need divided in two paragraphs, just mark this. Your outlining space is for you! You may add, subtract, or
divide however you desire.

3. You may write down too much information and omit some of it later when you are writing, if needed, but do
not write down too little information.

4. You may or may not use all of the sentence lines, according to the number of sentences assigned to you.

5. Remember, you will not be writing a separate Opening or Closing Paragraph. Your outline will include all of
your setting, as well as your closing--just weave all of this into your story like the model story did.

6. Consider how you will summarize the lessons learned. (See the Closing Paragraph of the sample.)

Note: You will just take your notes on outlining lines, much like you do for a Sentence-by-Sentence 
Outline over given material (as opposed to outlining cards). Since you will likely not have sources, 
you do not need for your notes to be so portable, so note cards will not be used for personal essays.

I. Paragraph One of Body
Topic of Paragraph 1 ____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 1 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 2 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 3 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Sentence 4 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 5 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 6 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 7 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 8 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

II. Paragraph Two of Body
Topic of Paragraph 2 ____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 1 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 2 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 3 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 4 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 5 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 6 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 7 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Sentence 8 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

III. Paragraph Three of Body
Topic of Paragraph 3 ____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 1 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 2 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 3 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 4 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 5 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 6 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 7 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 8 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

IV. Paragraph Four of Body
Topic of Paragraph 4 ____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 1 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Sentence 2 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 3 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 4 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 5 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 6 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 7 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 8 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

V. Paragraph Five of Body
Topic of Paragraph 5 ____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 1 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 2 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 3 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 4 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 5 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Sentence 6 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 7 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 8 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

VI. Paragraph Six of Body
Topic of Paragraph 6 ____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 1 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 2 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 3 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 4 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 5 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 6 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 7 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 8 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
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VII. Extension--Paragraph Seven of Body
Topic of Paragraph 7 ____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 1______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence 2______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence 3______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence 4______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence 5______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence 6______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence 7______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence 8______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

VIII. Extension--Paragraph Eight of Body

Topic of Paragraph 8 ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 1______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence 2______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Sentence 3______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence 4______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence 5______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence 6______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence 7______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence 8______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Lesson C. Composition: Write Rough Draft of Story
<> C. Follow these steps to write your story:

(1) Read your first line of notes and consider what you want your sentence to say.

(2) Practice saying your sentence aloud to get it just the way you want it.

(3) Write your first sentence in your notebook, or key your story on the computer.

(4) Be sure to double space your story to make inputting the Checklist Challenge revisions easier.

(5) Indent the beginning of each paragraph five spaces.

(6) Repeat these steps for each line of notes, writing on every other line.

(7) If needed, reread the sample story to help you get more ideas.
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