Lesson A. Learning About the Character Analysis Essay

There are many ways to write essays of all types. My books teach many of these. However, when it comes t
character analysis, sometimes it is better to do it paragraph by paragraph with a different characteristi
graph. This allows the inexperienced analyses writer to keep each paragraph simple and to not have
about each type of characterization.

Note: If you are experienced in literature analysis and/or essay writing, your te
you to write all of your four or six paragraphs about ONE characteristic (as oppose
different characteristic in each paragraph). Be sure to check with her to see if she wo
you do this.

<> A-1. Read the Sample Essay provided in Box A-1.

1. Pay close attention to the topic of each paragraph.
2. Notice how each paragraph is about a differen
3. This is the one-characteristic-per-paragraph
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'SsgrcilnCQSQrBi]fg Character Analysis Report on Mowgli
[Sample Expository Essay]

nged awdjudged wpow based on six distinet categories: th% are ethics, motivaki
velopment, and environmental timage assoctation. F’wsttg, Mowgli’s ethics
reaction to Bagheera’s deseription of the forthcoming trap, it is easy to see his disg
a treacherous act, to kill the noble Akela. [PoB-A] (Determining a character can be
What Are the Character’s Ethics?

Secondly, Mowgli’s motivation for his various actions can be
he wawteot to mtervem with the assassmatww of Amta the bog

of Life. AlLn all, Mowgli’s moti,\/atz’,ow can be su
all in favor of preserving the well-belng of hi
ened to jeopardize such harmony). [PoB-B] (Se
What Motivates the Character?

derstanding of one’s ol

Dominant?

Thirdly, in terms of wisdom, Mowgl ch wisdom can be seen whew he consults
his oldl, wise, and trusted friend, Baloo t owgli Listen to Baloo’s aolvice, which is

sometimes You have to to be wise. This moolesty shows tn turn un-

cetved. [PoB-C] (Thirdly, i S\ What Personality Traits of the Character Are

e they're trying to save him from a predicament. However,
o all his friends, for in fact, he has bupacted their Lives in more

friend and family member, which is worth wore than anything. With that,
t the compassion and sheltering of many even further. As for his adversaries,

For Mrs. Reish

Box A-1 & E-3 (continued on next page) |
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|Box A-1 & E-3 (continued from previous page) |

Fifthly, Mowgli’s character development could be tnterpreted as static, as he ultimately remains in

worse, as his principles were already firmly ingrained. Sure, he may gain experience a
as the story progresses with each new emerging event, but not enough to change who

fleshed out and satisfactory one nonetheless. [PoB-E] (Fifthly, Mowgli’s character dev
This Character Static or Dynamic?

Sixthly, and Last of all, is Mowgli's environmental image asso
that predominately comes to mind when picturing Mowgli. stmply
with Mowgll Like tn terms of ttems, characters, and environi

tagonist. n a way, supporting characters Like

substantial aspects of a character’s external tmage

he szust, wise, positive, consistent (or stq ‘ tendly. [PoB-F] (Sixthly, and last of
all...) What Symbol Is Associated Witk

<> A-2. Re-read a version of L 3 ad | ime). Pay attention to some of the things

er’s effects on others?
ter's change when around that character?

r characters change if the protagonist were not in the story?
or Round?

acter contain contradictions?

explain the character’s contradictions?

(s) is associated with the character?

or is associated with the character?
at does that color say about the character?

E. What motivates the character?
1. Why do they do what they do?
2. What in their past makes them react the way that they do?
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F. Is the character dynamic or static?

1. Dynamic=Character fundamentally changes over the course of the story

2. Static=Character fundamentally remains the same from start to finish

3. Does the character go from optimistic to cynical, loving to hate-filled, immature to mature, etc.
G. What are the character’s ethics?

1. What code does the character live by?

2. Do those change over the story

3. Does the character’s ethics change when things get tough?

4. Does the character value two ethics that but have to choose between th

H. What personality traits are the most dominant?
1. Is the character rash, angry, kind, cynical, hopeful, etc.
2. Does the character maintain these personality traits even in situations where it
3. Does she remain hopeful when it seems all hope is lost?

|. What traits of the character are drawn out when interactin
1. Is another character a foil?

+ Character whose chief purpose is the contrast with the mal

2. How does the character change when interacting

* Are there any contradictions

ith other characters?

Lesson B. Research an esearch for Character
Analysis Essay

A Thesis Statement is a sta

e that sentence for the Thesis Statement of your entire essay because it only tells what
t—the paragraph about motivation. The Thesis Statement must tell what the entire essay

0 r, you can no
the one paragraph is 2

ase, Mowgli, the protagonist of this specific story, will be analyzed and judged upon based
gories: they are ethics, motivation, wisdom, effects, development, and environmental image
appropriate Thesis Statement for this essay.

that you have thought about your qualities and possibly researched them, you are probably ready
to write a “Working” Thesis Statement about your character quality category. Consider these tips when
you design your Thesis Statement:
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(1) Write one sentence that tells the reader what your essay is about.

(2) Be sure it includes all aspects of your essay.

(3) Tell your reader what you plan to include in your essay (to a small extent, if desired).

(4) Do not say, In this essay, you will learn about....or In this essay, | will tell you about...

(5) Include your qualities in your Thesis Statement in the same order that they will appear in the
your essay.

Note: Remember, you may start your essay in one person (i.e. first perso
Paragraph) then switch to the more formal third person for the body (for thi

Sample “Working” Thesis Stateme

In this case, Mowall, the protaconist o Speciitestory e ANt o and

judged upon based ow six distinct catecgfbee: they isolom,
effects, development, and environmen ‘ DG oW

' SampleBox B

. A

My “Working” Thesis Statement for this es

ared to write your “Working” Thesis Statement at this time, you may skip this
to it after you complete your outlining.

above is a “Working” Thesis Statement. You will tweak it later when you write
at it fits well with the type of Opening Pargraph you write.
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Lesson C. Write On: First, Second, and Third Person Writing

<> C. Review First, Second, and Third Person Writing in the box provided.

Third Person vs First Person and Second Person Writing in Essay Writing

When you write a formal essay, you usually write in the third person.
Third person writing has the following characteristics:

1. Itis writing that is done by an outsider of the essay (you, as the writer, will not be part of th
2. Itis writing that uses the pronouns he, she, and they.
3. Itis writing that does not use the pronoun / (which is first pe nd is reserved for persona

and is reserved for instructions

4. Itis writing that does not use the pronoun you (which is second
and commands).*

9. Itis writing that uses words like the person, the r, people, etc.
6. It is fairly formal writing.

*Note about [ in formal essays: In.the bod asive Essay, you will not use the word /. How-

ke, you might open your essay with questions di-
: Do you ever find yourself gasping for breath in a
ou wait in line at a baseball game’s concession stand? Then
nge, also using the pronoun you: You do not have to be the

is grand country are making laws against smoking in public
ange in your state by writing or phoning your congressmen and women.

pody of your essay, stay in third person, using the pronouns he, she, and they and the
\vidual, person, the man, etc., whenever possible.

think of synonyms to use in third person writing, so your writing does not become redundant: he,
she, they, the man, the woman, the policeman, the officer, the candidate, the trainee, the recruit, etc.

Note: You may use first person in your Opening Paragraph for this Character Essay if needed.
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Lesson D. Write On: Introducing Quotation Use

Essays are often improved by the addition of quotations.

Quotations may be used in various forms:
1. In dialogue--when two or more people are speaking to each other
2. In showing what a person or persons said--such as in PoB-B of the sample/passage
3. To include Bible verses or passages
4. To include wise words or quotes--such as in PoB-A:

As the famous quote relates, “People will forget what you say to them, but they will never for:
make them feel.”

5. To quote a book or source--especially in research writing

<> D-1. In the passage, underline all of the quotes and highlig
quotation marks as follows:

PoB-C/Paragraph 3: This modesty showsg
the phrase “The wise know when to follow”

PoB-E/Paragraph 5: Mowgli’s ch
remains in the “same person” throu

You will learn a great deal abo ope that you become adept at quotation use--
and that you will feel skilled enoug ny rules for quotation writing--and a hallmark of
a mature writer is that he or she can i ted properly--in his or her writing.

Here are some ge jon guidelines to
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Punctuating Quotes

1. Always put periods and commas inside a closing quotation mark.
a. He said, “Old soldiers never die; they just fade away.”
b. “Old soldiers never die; they just fade away,” he said.
2. Put a question mark or exclamation point inside the closing quotation mark only if it is part otation; other-
wise, the question mark or exclamation point should be placed outside the closing quotat
a. “Is he coming over?” they asked. (Place the question mark inside the closing quot
mark is part of the quotation.)
b. “Watch out!” he exclaimed. (Place the exclamation point inside the closing quotation ma
tion point is part of the quotation.)

since the question mark is not part of the quotation. It is not part o
marks] but is the end mark for the entire sentence.)

the comma inside the closing quotation mark:

+ We should read the article titled “Baby Games,” and w
4. When using quotation marks to show a partial quotati
should be placed inside the closing quotatio
a. | read the article entitled “Daily Devotional.”

b. Did you read the article entitled “Daily ional”? * estion mark outside the closing quotation
mark since the question mark is not p ' part of the minor work [that is shown with quota-
tion marks] but punctuation for the enti

d of a declarative quotation instead of a period even if a complete sentence (in quotation

e speech tag: “l read it,” he said.

ave one period.

a inside closing quotation marks in a sentence with an ending speech tag--not a period
tence already contains a period at the end of it--after the ending speech tag).

g comes at the end of a question or exclamatory quotation, a question mark or exclamation point
before the speech tag, inside the closing quotation mark (assuming that the question mark or ex-
tis part of the quote). A sentence with a quote may contain both a question mark or exclamation

e quote) and a period at the end of the sentence--just not two end mark periods.

a. “Have you read it?” asked Donna.

b. “Watch out!” Ray shouted.

should be

Projects 3 & 4: Original Expository Essay--1-3-1 Essay Approach--Character Analysis 51



Indirect Quotes and Thoughts

1. Do not use quotation marks for indirect quotes. An indirect quote is a sentence in which the writer says what the
person said, but says it in the writer’s words: Example: She said that he was born in Missouri. (Instead of She said,
“He was born in Missouri.”)

a. Indirect quotes are those using the word that to indicate that the words are not quoted wor:

b. Indirect quotes are good for new or inexperienced writers since speech tags and quotation
needed.

c. Indirect quotes are also good for instances in which dialogue would make a piece too le

d. In short stories, it is often beneficial to use regular quotes (dialogue) some places and indi
places.

2. Quotation marks are used for dialogue, minor works, special words, and partial quotations.

a. Generally speaking, do not use quotation marks for thoughts.
b. Thoughts are usually written in italics.

You will start out in this book just writing basic quotations.

<> D-2. Study the Quote Boxes provided below to leg

r outline then
in the body of your essay.

to write, you will not have to loo
quote later when you are writing.

e the entire quote in your outline for now so that you
your paper.

he exact wording, punctuation, and spelling of the original quote. (When you are quoting
ce word-for-word, your copy of it must be identical to the original.)

or that sentence--the correct spelling of the person who said it, a date or place, etc. You do not
0 have to look up information later.

[(continued on next page)|
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[(continued from previous page) |

Citation Examples for "People” Quotes in Outline
(Already Quoted in the Source)

A. If your quote is by a person, you may just include that person's name, if yo
agree that this is all the information you need.

Example on Outlining Lines:

“Peace, like charity, begins at home." Franklin D. Roosevelt

B. If your quote is by a person, but you want to have other in
the person who said the quote, be sure to ig [

Example on Outlining Lines:

"l will prepare and some day
U. S. President

ds were not quoted in your source, but any time
you use an must be quoted with quotation marks since they belong

os are related to dogs. Their scientific classification is Canis Lupus.” Wolf Pack by
ith

Note: If you are quoting a person (not just lifting words from a source but actually
using words that were spoken by a person (even if the quote came from a book or
source), just treat the words like a “person quote” for now and use a speech tag that
tells who the speaker is (not the book or source title containing this quote). (See

the “Quoting a Person” boxes.)

Note: These samples are for the outline. In your text, you will use the author's name in the
speech tag.
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Lesson E. Write On: Transitions

While your Opening Paragraph--namely your “Thesis Statement™--will introduce the topic of your essay, you still need to
remind the reader of the topic of your essay in each paragraph via transition sentences--or LINKS.

This lesson will focus on the Topic Sentence of a paragraph. If you have written one paragraph repo
books, you have probably already learned about the Topic Sentence. If not, you may have learned f
this---but maybe that source called it something else. Maybe your previous English book calle
ing Sentence.

essays in

The Topic Sentence is the sentence in a paragraph that tells that paragraph’s topic. That is, it tells
paragraph is going to be about. Even though you are writing four to six P’so

eds a LINK--a sentence that LINKS that paragraph to the entire
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<> E-1. In the sample essay provided, notice the transition words and label (PoB) following each paragraph.
This tells us what each paragraph’s topic sentence is.

Each of these sentences is a transition sentence that links that paragraph with the topic of th
sis”).

y (the “the-

This is sometimes called sign posting--telling your reader where you’ve been, where
headed in your essay.

In order to write these transition/LINK sentences, you will want to use transition words or statem

<> E-2. Study the Transition Words and Phrases provided in the box.

<> E-3. In the Sample Essay provided, highlight six tra
and. (If you need help with this, use the Tras
words and phrases may fall anywhere in
are also used to introduce examples, to co s and more within a paragraph.
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Transition Words and Phrases

For transition sentences, you will often use transition words. Consider the following words and phrases for |ntro-
ducing continuing paragraphs--as well as for showing chronology, comparisons, contrasts, cause/effect, a

sentences within a paragraph.

To Show Addition or More

+and «in addition to « furthermore * moreover
+than «too «also « both-and
s equally important  «first * second, etc., *again

« last « finally « not only-but also «as well as
* next « likewise « similarly «in fact

« consequently «in the same way « for example « forin

« thus « therefore « otherwise

To Introduce an lllustration or Example

«thus « for example « for instance
«in other words «in particular

To Contrast

« on the contrary « contrarily « however
+ nevertheless * in spite of +on one hand
+on the other hand < rather « conversely
+atthe same time  « while thi
To Compare or Show Similaritie
« similarly « likewise «in like manner « analogous to
To Emphasize
«above all « of course « certainly
s surely truth *again * besides
« in addition
« with this in mind « with this purpose in mind
of or Consequences of Something
*SO «with the result that < thus « consequently « hence
« accordingly « for this reason « therefore *S0 * because
* since «due to «as a result « in other words « then

+ as a result
« however

|Box for E-2 & E-3
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Lesson F. Study Skills and Prewriting: Outline Original
Paragraphs

<> F. Outline each paragraph of your essay by following these steps:

(1) Review the list of characteristics that you marked earlier and be sure that you still
those.

a. Decide if you want to change any (that is fine).

b. Mark for sure the ones that you want to use in your essay.
(2) List these four (or six for Extension) on the paragraph topics given below in the

of Paragraph line.

(3) Flip through The Jungle Book and put sticky notes on the edges labeled with each par.
topic/question/characteristic that any page speaks to.

a.Mark these clearly so that when you are ready to outline, i
that characteristic/question.

b.Label your sticky notes clearly.
(4) Outline your essay one paragraph at a time
use complete sentences, statements, or kg
(5) You may or may not use all of the outlini
(6) Somewhere in your first senten ansition into your paragraph--a sentence or

a. Transitions from the previou
b. Introduces the next quality

All--Paragraph A of Body
Topic of Paragraph A

LINK/Transitig

SS-8

$S-9

$S-10
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All--Paragraph B of Body
Topic of Paragraph B

LINK/Transition (+)--Sentence 1

LINK/Transition (+)--Sentence 2

Support Sentence (SS-1)

S$S-2

$8-3

S$S-4

§S8-5

SS-6

SS-7

SS-8

SS9

$S-10

All--Paragraph C of Body
Topic of Paragraph C

LINK/Transition (+)--Sentence 1

LINK/Transition (+)--Sentence 2

Support Sentence

SS-8

SS9

$S-10
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All--Paragraph D of Body
Topic of Paragraph D

LINK/Transition (+)--Sentence 1

LINK/Transition (+)--Sentence 2

Support Sentence (SS-1)

$S-2

$8-3

S$S-4

§S8-5

SS-6

SS-7

SS-8

SS9

$S-10

Extension--Paragraph E of Body
Topic of Paragraph E

LINK/Transition (+)--Sentence 1

--Sentence 2

SS9

$S-10
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Extension--Paragraph F of Body
Topic of Paragraph F

LINK/Transition (+)--Sentence 1

LINK/Transition (+)--Sentence 2

Support Sentence (SS-1)

S$S-2

$S8-3

S$S-4

$S8-5

S$S-6

SS-7

SS-8

SS9

$S-10

+ Eighty percent of the time the paragraph’s topic senten two sentences of a paragraph.
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